
Andrew Johnson on African Americans 
 
“This is a country for white men, and by God, as long as I am President, it 
shall be a government for white men. Blacks have shown less capacity for 
government than any other race of people.  No independent government of 
any form has been successful in their hands.  On the contrary, wherever they 
have been left to their own devices they have shown a constant tendency to 
relapse into barbarism.” 
 
"Blacks are not citizens but serfs, totally under the dominion of white people, 
except white people would not have the capacity to turn them into legal 
chattel." 

 
Frederick Douglass on Andrew Johnson:  

 
“There are moments in the lives of most men, when the doors of their souls 
are open, and unconsciously to themselves, their true characters may be read 
by the observant eye. It was at such an instant when I caught a glimpse of 
the real nature of this man, which all subsequent developments proved true. I 
was standing in the crowd by the side of Mrs. Thomas J. Dorsey, when Mr. 
Lincoln touched Mr. Johnson and pointed me out to him. The first expression 
which came to his face, and which I think was the true index of his heart, 
was one of bitter contempt and aversion. Seeing that I had observed him, he 
tried to assume a more friendly appearance, but it was too late; it is useless 
to close the door when all within had been seen. His first glance was the 
frown of the man; the second was the bland and sickly smile of the 
demagogue. I turned to Mrs. Dorsey and said, "Whatever Andrew Johnson may 
be, he is no friend of our race."  
 

1. According to the text, how does President Johnson view African 
Americans?  

 
2. What does Johnson feel is the role of blacks in American society?  

 
 
 

3.What is Frederick Douglass’ opinion of Johnson? What evidence does 
Douglass use to describe Johnson’s heart? 


